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Despite many challenges, the IPBES platform and its first work program successfully delivered knowledge syntheses

on key questions regarding biodiversity and ecosystem services. The second work program of IPBES can increase its

potential societal impact, by demanding that the proposed deliverables include knowledge syntheses on effective

measures to reduce biodiversity loss and sustainably manage nature® contributions to people. Wetlands are typical

examples of ecosystems under pressure which globally contribute substantial nature-based solutions that help meet

the Sustainable Development Goals and biodiversity conservation targets. Country delegations can ensure that the

next IPBES work program inspire public, private or civil parties to act, by putting the spotlight on effective measures

for change, embracing and acknowledging nature-based solutions, such as those offered by wetlands, and ensuring

societal inclusiveness and engagement in the new work program.

Four key messages for country delegates in the IPBES negotiations:

Country delegations can consider the following actions in preparation of, during and after the IPBES

plenary in Paris:

1 Communicate and ensure media coverage on the importance of biodiversity and nature@

contributions to people in addressing global change challenges to increase awareness.

1 Negotiate a strategic program of IPBES that contributes knowledge on measures which are actually

effective in changing the current loss of biodiversity and their contributions to people towards a

more positive future.

1 Engage with public and private sectors as well as in civil society to identify how your work at IPBES

can inspire action and facilitate societal change.

1 Translate the outcomes of the IPBES plenary into clear messages of relevance and meaning, for your

country, your societal actors and challenges, for instance by highlighting the nature-based solutions
that are already proven to be effective, such as those offered by wetlands.

Two key elements at the 7% IPBES plenary in Paris will be
the Global assessment of biodiversity and ecosystem
services, and the new work program. The development of
the global report is an amazing achievement, but its
results indicate a continued loss of biodiversity and their
contribution to people& well-being. Deliverables proposed
for the new IPBES working program cover important
knowledge gaps, notably the connections between drivers
and impacts.
Deliverables could be improved if they would inspire
informed action by public, private and civil parties, by
including knowledge syntheses on effective actions.
Actions such as nature-based solutions provided by
wetlands have proven to effectively address drivers and
impacts on the current global loss of biodiversity and their
contributions to people.

However, the policy relevance of the
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The Global assessment of IPBES will likely point in the same direction as previous global assessments: that
we continue to loose biodiversity at alarming rates, that this threatens the contribution of nature to people
and that we are unlikely to reach the majority of the Aichi Targets by 2020. Wetlands and the biodiversity
they host and support are particularly threatened, while the contribution this particular nature provides to
people is crucial for the populationsbwell-being, especially in arid regions such as the Mediterranean basin.
The recent Ramsar Global Wetland Outlook highlighted a global loss of wetland habitats of 35% between
1970 and 2015, and that 25% of wetland-dependent species whose conservation status was assessed are
threatened with global extinction. In the Mediterranean region, where water shortages coincide with societal
growth, the percentage of wetland loss is even higher at 48% between 1970 and 2013, whilst 36% of assessed
wetland-dependent animals in the Mediterranean are threatened with global extinction (Mediterranean
Wetland Outlook 2).
Governments have continued to demonstrate their
commitment to addressing climate change and the
biodiversity crisis in political conventions as well as
s more concrete actions. For instance, over the past
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