





































































































Characteristics and functioning of a breeding colony

Plurispecific colonies: an example of the importance
of the diversity of feeding habitats

Plurispecific colonies can only occur where there is good ecological
diversity of feeding habitat around the colony site and because the
attendant species have different diets and foraging ranges. The birds
segregate by selecting different habitats, while their overlap in food is
high. It seems that habitat is more important than food in the
segregation of trophic niches.

The illustrations on the following pages represent typical resource

el fal y
partitioning by Mediterranean plurispecific colonies, as found in deltas,
such as the Camargue, the Ebro or the Goksu.

Colonial waterbirds and
introduced (prey) species:
a complicated issue

contributed to the species wintering in larger
numbers in Iberia in recent years. In the

In Spain, it has been shown! that the Camargue, introduced mosquito and

introduced American crayfish (Procambarus pumpkinseed fish can be a major source of

clarkii) and the Pumpkinseed fish (Lepomis food for some heron colonies3. In the two

gibbosus) have become an important source Prespa lakes in Greece, the introduced fish

of food for a grey heron population. The Pseudorasbora parva is an important food

crayfish accounted for only 1.2 per cent of all source for the pygmy cormorant?,

prey collected in 1986 but this rose to 24 per

cent in just four years; the proportion in terms So, while they should never be recommended

of biomass rose from 0.3 to 6.2 per cent. because of their potentially harmful impact on
aquatic ecosystems and native prey species,

In Spain and Portugal, researchers consider the introduction of alien species has iocally

that the American crayfish is now also a vital provided additional food sources for some

prey for white storks?, and that they may have colonial waterbirds.

L-Periset al. 1994

< -Manez et al., 1994
= Hafner, pers. data
- Crivelli, comm. pers.
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