





FOCUS ON A COUNTRY'S FLAGSHIP SPECIES:
KENTISH PLOVER (ANARHYNCHUS ALEXANDRINUS)

The Kentish Plover (Anarhynchus alexandrinus) is a resident breeder in several Libyan wetlands, with additional
large numbers observed during migration periods. Although listed as a threatened species in the Mediterranean
region under Annex Il of the RAC/SPA, its population in Libya appears to be slightly increasing. Breeding has been
recorded in the western, central, and eastern parts of the country. While there is no clear evidence that the Kentish
Plover is directly targeted by hunters, it is occasionally caught incidentally alongside larger wader species.
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its absence from certain sites is often noticeable and raises
concern. Between 2019 and 2023, it was recorded at five
to twenty-three sites annually.

While the species is listed as of Least Concern on the I[UCN
Red List due to a stable global population, it is considered
threatened in the Mediterranean region according to Annex
Il of the RAC/SPA. In Libya, specific population data remain
limited, though the species is known to breed in multiple
regions of the country. It also migrates seasonally, with
some populations wintering further south in Africa.

EVOLUTION OF KENTISH PLOVER
in Libya (2019-2023)
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The Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) is a small 30 1200
shorebird commonly found in Libya's coastal wetlands. It 25 23 -~ 1000
is notable for its presence during both the migratory and 20 B 800
breeding seasons, making use of arange of wetland habitats 15 - 18 12 12 600
across the country. Although overall counts of wintering 10 - B 400
waterbirds in Libya were impacted by a sharp reduction 5 - 200
in the number of sites surveyed, especially in 2020, the 0 w ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 0
Kentish Plover showed fluctuating numbers between 2019 2 bz 2021 2022 2023
and 2022, with a marked increase recorded in 2023. It is B N° of sites — N° of individuals
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~ HISTORY OF ORNITHOLOGY
IN LIBYA

Libya, characterized by its arid climate, is often perceived as having relatively few wetlands and limited waterbird
diversity. Ornithologically, it remains the least studied country in the Mediterranean region (Smart et al., 2006).
Early descriptions of Libyan birdlife were based on a small number of expeditions that provided limited information
from the country’s eastern, western, and southern regions. In general, few recent publications focus on Libyan
ornithology, and studies specifically addressing waterbirds are particularly scarce.
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The first known list of Libyan birds was compiled in 1844
by Frazer, an Italian scientist. Later, in 1867, Chambers
recorded bird observations during his stay in Tripoli,
publishing his findings the same year. In 1882, Hyman
reported on birds observed in the Green Mountain region.
A more comprehensive work came much later when Tucci
published Introduzione alla ornitologia della Libia in 1969,
which was translated into Arabic in 1981 by Al-Awami.

Following World War I, ornithological studies in Libya
increased, particularly from French and British researchers,
who documented several new bird species. In 1976, Bundy
published a checklist of Libyan birds, listing 317 species. Later,
Meininger et al. (19943, b) contributed two significant publica-
tions: one on the rediscovery of Lesser Crested Tern nesting
and another on an ornithological survey of Libya's coast.

Etayeb (2002) completed a master’'s thesis on marine
migratory and resident birds in Ras Attalgha and the
western partof Farwalsland.In 2001, a preliminary coastal
wetland survey was conducted under a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) between Libya's
Environment General Authority (EGA)
and the French "Office National de
la Chasse et de la Faune Sauvage”
(ONCFS, now part of the French Office
for Biodiversity — OFB), later documented
by Defos du Rau et al. (2003). This effort led to
the development of Libya's National Action Plan for
Birds (UNEP-MAP-RAC/SPA, 2003).
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Gaskell (2005) added further
information on the distribu-
tion and status of several
Libyan bird species. The Inter-
national Waterbird Census (IWC)
began in Libya in 2005 under a
MoU between EGA and the RAC/
SPA. Reports from 2005-2006 were
summarized in a publication by Smart

et al. (2006). Annual reports continued

until 2010, culminating in the Atlas of Wintering Waterbirds
in Libya (EGA & RAC/SPA, 2012), which covered six years
of data. Follow-up results from 2011 and 2012 were later
published (Bourass et al, 2013; Etayeb et al, 2015).

With the formation of the Mediterranean Waterbirds

Networkand collaborationbetween North African countries

and Tour du Valat (France), the IWC in Libya continued with

renewed logistical support, leading to the publication

of several regional studies. In 2016, Isenmann et

al. published Birds of Libya, a key reference for
Libyan ornithology.

In recent years, more than seven

master's theses on Libyan birds

have been completed, some of

which have been published.

Most recently, the results of

the 2022 winter census were
published (Etayeb et al, 2023).
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